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How to Use Webex 

If you can hear us through your computer, you do not need to 

dial into the call. Just adjust your computer speakers as 

needed.

If you need technical assistance, call Webex Technical Support 

at 1-866-863-3904.

All participants are muted. Type a question into the Q & A panel 

for our panelists to answer. Send your questions in at any time.

This webinar is being recorded. If you arrive late, miss details or 

would like to share it, we will send you a link to this recording 

after the session has ended.
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Tobacco Control Legal Consortium

Attorneys supporting tobacco control 
policy change. 



Introductions

Kathleen Hoke, JD, Professor and Director, University of 
Maryland Carey School of Law, the Network for Public Health 
[ŀǿ  9ŀǎǘŜǊƴ wŜƎƛƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ [ŜƎŀƭ wŜǎƻǳǊŎŜ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ 
Public Health Policy

Rebecca S. Williams, PhD, MHS, Research Associate, School of 
Medicine, UNC-Chapel Hill Cancer Prevention and Control
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Why regulate internet tobacco sales?

Tobacco use is the foremost 
preventable cause of premature death 
in the United States, responsible for 
approximately 480,000 deaths a year 
and 20.8 millionpremature deaths in 
the U.S. over the past 50 years



Why regulate internet tobacco sales?

aƻǎǘ ǎƳƻƪŜǊǎ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǉǳƛǘΣ ōǳǘ ŎŀƴΩǘ  

Adolescent brains are uniquely 
vulnerable to the effects of nicotine and 
nicotine addiction



Why regulate internet tobacco sales?

άLŦ ŀ Ƴŀƴ Ƙŀǎ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǎƳƻƪŜŘ ōȅ ŀƎŜ муΣ 
the odds are three-to-one he never will.  
By age 21 the odds are twenty-to-ƻƴŜΦέ 

-Marketing Report for R.J. Reynolds, 1982



Why regulate internet tobacco sales?

State laws set age of sale at 18, 19 or 21, 
but what good are strong laws if they 
can be easily circumvented through 
online purchases? 



Why regulate internet tobacco sales?



Roadmap

State laws and legal challenges 

Federal laws

Research 




