Wyoming Statutes Annotated _Title 9. Administration of the Government _Chapter 2. Agencies, Boards,
Commissions and Departments Generally _Article 21. Department of Family Services
W.S.1977 T. 9, Ch. 2, Art. 21, Refs & Annos
W.S.1977 § 9-2-2101
§ 9-2-2101. Department of family services; duties and responsibilities; state grants; authority to
contract for shelters; definitions; youth programs

(a) The department of family services is created. The department of family services is the state youth services
authority and the authority for public assistance and social services.

(b) The department shall develop and administer a state program to provide shelter care for youth.

(c) The department shall administer a comprehensive state program for community services for youth which shall
include the following:

(i) A coordinated network of services by contracting for shelter services on a regional basis and for juvenile
community alternatives on a county basis either through a contract with the county commissioners or through a
contract with a single organization designated by the county commissioners. Contracting agencies may establish
subcontracts in order to provide those services required by the department. All contracts purchasing services
prepared by the department shall provide for periodic program and fiscal review of the operations and expenditure
of state funds by the person or organization with whom the department has contracted. All contracts shall be
terminated within sixty (60) days upon the occurrence of one (1) of the following unless the deficiency is
corrected to the satisfaction of the department:

(A) If the person or organization will not allow on site inspections and review of the programs purchased;

(B) If misuse of state funds is found; or

(C) If the program is not of an acceptable standard or quality.

(ii) Minimum standards and policies and procedures for the establishment and operation of the community
services for youth;

(iii) Rules for the granting of contracts;
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(iv) Monitoring regional shelter services facilities a minimum of once a year and state funded juvenile community
services at least once every three (3) years.

(d) In order to receive juvenile community alternative funds a county shall submit a plan to the department
developed by representatives of public and private providers who provide services to troubled youth in the county.
The plan shall be in accordance with rules and regulations established by the department. At a minimum the plan
shall include:

(i) Identification of gaps in services to troubled youth in the county and an explanation of the proposed projects;

(ii) Goals and objectives that will enable the department to monitor the activities that are funded, the number of
children and families served and the outcomes achieved;

(iii) A demonstration of a commitment to keep youth in the home and community and to work with the family
either with community alternative funds or through other funding;

(iv) Cooperative agreements among participating agencies which outline the activities to be undertaken by each
agency to achieve the goals of the plan.

(e) The purposes of the community services for youth program are to:

(i) Work on the immediate problems of troubled youth in Wyoming communities;

(ii) Work with children and families to encourage the resolution of intrafamily problems through counseling and
other services;

(iii) Work on reuniting youth with their families in cases where the child has been placed out of the home and
where additional work needs to be done in order for the youth to be reintegrated into the family;

(iv) Strengthen family relationships and promote stable living conditions for troubled youth;

(v) Help youth decide on a future course of action;
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(vi) Provide appropriate alternatives to involvement in the correctional system.

(f) Community services for youth may include treatment services either directly or through contracts with other
agencies.

(g) In order to qualify for funding under this section, a shelter services provider shall:

(i) House no more than ten (10) children together within one (1) facility. This paragraph shall not:

(A) Limit the number of children who may be served in a region; or

(B) If requested by any local authority, prohibit a provider from providing temporary emergency shelter within
one (1) facility to more than ten (10) children under the age of eighteen (18) years for not more than seventytwo (72) consecutive hours.

(ii) Develop individualized programming for children receiving shelter services for thirty (30) days or less which
shall be distinct from individualized programming for children who are expected to receive shelter services for
longer than thirty (30) days.

(h) As used in this section:

(i) “Community services for youth” means shelter services and juvenile community alternatives;

(ii) “Juvenile community alternatives” means projects which use existing services in a county to divert juveniles
from approved correctional programs until no other solution can be determined suitable;

(iii) “Shelter services” means residential services for children through eighteen (18) years of age which shall
include:

(A) Temporary shelter;

(B) Crisis counseling;
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(C) Family involvement;

(D) Aftercare;

(E) Individualized programming for each child.

(j) If there is an existing shelter in a community that meets the criteria for placement of youth as specified in this
section and is sufficient to meet the needs of the community, additional shelters shall not be acquired or constructed.

(k) The department shall administer the low income home energy assistance program in accordance with W.S. 42-2501.
W.S.1977 § 9-2-2102
§ 9-2-2102. Division administrators; appointment

The director shall appoint a separate administrator for each of the divisions of the department of family services and
he may discharge the administrators as provided in W.S. 9-2-1706(c)(ii).
W.S.1977 § 9-2-2103
§ 9-2-2103. Allocation, transfer and abolition of powers, duties and functions within department

The governor may, after consultation with the director of the department and the departmental advisory council
designate the department as the single state agency for the administration of state plans for public assistance and
social assistance to administer upon such terms as the governor directs.
W.S.1977 § 9-2-2104
§ 9-2-2104. Duties and powers of director of department

(a) The director shall:

(i) Consult with the departmental advisory council and establish general policy to be followed in the department
in administering programs;
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(ii) Disburse and administer all federal funds or other monies allotted to the department;

(iii) Prescribe by rule, order or regulation the conditions under which these monies shall be disbursed and
administered. Any audit performed shall comply with the requirements of W.S. 9-1-507;

(iv) Enter into agreements, not inconsistent with the laws of this state, required as conditions precedent to
receiving funds or other assistance. Funds appropriated by the legislature for operation of the department shall be
used for the specified purposes only, and the director, in accepting funds from any other source, shall not consent
to impairment of the department’s statutory responsibilities;

(v) Hold hearings, administer oaths, subpoena witnesses and take testimony as provided by the Wyoming
Administrative Procedure Act in all matters relating to the exercise and performance of the powers and duties
vested in the department;

(vi) With the assistance of the attorney general bring actions in the courts of the state in the name of the
department for the enforcement of public welfare laws;

(vii) Promulgate reasonable rules and regulations in compliance with the Wyoming Administrative Procedure
Act, for the implementation of all state and federal welfare laws;

(viii) Appoint and prescribe the duties of the superintendent of the Wyoming boys’ school and the superintendent
of the Wyoming girls’ school. Each superintendent shall be under the direct authority and control of the director
and may be removed by the director at any time without cause;

(ix) Ensure all rules and other written statements of policy or interpretation formulated or adopted by the
department use language which focuses on the importance of a person, rather than a person’s disability.

(b) Notwithstanding paragraph (a)(iv) of this section, the director may use funds appropriated by the legislature for
the operation of the department to pay health or medical insurance premiums for any resident of Wyoming upon a
determination by the director or his designee that:

(i) Due to an injury or illness, the person or his family is or may become unable to pay health or medical
insurance premiums;
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(ii) The person is or may become eligible for medical services which would be paid for by the state; and

(iii) Payment of the premiums may be less expensive for the state than payment of the medical services.

(c) Health or medical insurance premiums paid for in accordance with subsection (b) of this section shall be
reviewed periodically to ensure payment of the premiums does not exceed the cost for provision of medical services.
The authority granted under subsection (b) of this section shall terminate effective June 30, 1996.
W.S.1977 § 9-2-2105
§ 9-2-2105. Director of department; appointment; removal; duties

With the advice and consent of the senate the governor shall appoint a director for the department who shall serve
under the direction of the governor and who may be removed by the governor as provided in W.S. 9-1-202.
Appointments and terms under this section shall be in accordance with W.S. 28-12-101 through 28-12-103.
W.S.1977 § 9-2-2106
§ 9-2-2106. Departmental advisory council; created; term; composition; meetings; removal of
members; selection of officers; vacancies; expenses

(a) There is created within the department an advisory council of not more than sixteen (16) members. Each member
shall serve a three (3) year term, except legislators shall serve only for the term of office during which they were
appointed. The council shall include:

(i) One (1) member of the senate appointed by the president of the senate;

(ii) One (1) member of the house of representatives appointed by the speaker of the house of representatives;

(iii) Not more than fourteen (14) members appointed by the governor to represent the interests of the public and
the department.

(b) The departmental advisory council shall meet at least three (3) times each year.
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(c) The governor may remove any member of the departmental advisory council, except those appointed from the
legislature, as provided in W.S. 9-1-202.

(d) At the first meeting of the departmental advisory council, and annually thereafter when new appointments are
made, a chairman, vice-chairman and secretary shall be selected from among the membership by vote of the council
members.

(e) Vacancies on the departmental advisory council shall be filled by the appointing authority for the unexpired
term.

(f) Members of the departmental advisory council shall not receive compensation for their services, but when
actually engaged in the performance of their duties, they shall receive travel expenses, per diem and mileage
expenses in the same manner and amount as employees of the state.
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